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In 3 SONGS, birth, decreation, and death are thresholds of a heightened consciousness from which
Korakrit Arunanondchai generates his storytelling and formal inquiries. By layering the timescales
of video, painting, and installation, Arunanondchai is able to recall personal experiences while probing
their socio-historical contingencies. The intricate codependency of these forms asks fundamental
questions regarding existence and meaning, especially when understood outside of a Western
ontological framework.

The coffin entered the flaming box
The morning after, coral-like bones rest on the table top
While the monk sings, the bones return to the bottom of the ocean

When did the Spirit leave the body?

In his video Songs for dying, departing from the loss of his own grandfather, Arunanondchai unfolds
the medium which carries the idea of self and the community into the space of the unknowable.
Ghosts, shamans, and a dying sea turtle are not only metaphors but also the very flesh from which
processes of becoming and decomposition must pass through. In these stories rich in mythological
references and symbols, the artist simultaneously takes up social and political realities of life in
Thailand characterized by military rule, monarchy and pro-democracy protests. Songs shape the
arc of the exhibition, which leads the audience through a polyphonic narrative in which events are
testified to the emotional and transcendent impulses of peoples, nations, and beings living under
the symbols of higher powers.

Song 1: A blue hallway; stuffed rabbit

Song 2: Three paintings with collaged flowers collected from the funeral; artist-made shaman
costume

Song 3: Songs for dying, HD video, 2021, 30:18 min; compressed earth; 3 benches
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Songs for dying was commissioned by the 13th Gwangju Biennale, Kunsthall Trondheim and Han
Nefkens Foundation.
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